JANUARY 2026 ROUND-UP: The Global Chessboard

Theme: The Return of 'Bloc Politics'

January 2026 was defined by "Fragmentation." The world is no longer just "US vs. China." It is
splitting into distinct blocs—The Tech Bloc (Al dominance), The Resource Bloc (Critical Minerals), and
The Debt Bloc (Global South). The "Rules-Based Order" is being replaced by a "Deals-Based Order."

1. The Taiwan Flashpoint: The 'Silicon Election'

Event: Taiwan held its Presidential Elections in mid-January 2026.

The Outcome: The result (a fragile coalition government) signaled continued tension with
Beijing.

Mains Relevance: This wasn't just an election; it was a referendum on the "Silicon Shield."
With 90% of advanced chips made in Taiwan, the election results triggered immediate
volatility in global semiconductor supply chains. It reinforces the "Tech Cold War"
narrative—nations are realizing that "Strategic Autonomy" is impossible without "Chip
Sovereignty."

2. The Davos Summit 2026: The 'Al Divide'

Event: World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting, Davos (Jan 15-19, 2026).
Key Theme: "Rebuilding Trust in an Algorithmic Age."

The Warning: The IMF released a report at Davos stating that Al will affect 60% of jobs in
advanced economies. The summit highlighted a new form of inequality: The "Compute
Divide." Countries with Data Centers (Global North) will rule over countries that merely
export Raw Data (Global South).

3. The Nuclear Pivot: North Korea’s 'Underwater' Threat

Event: Pyongyang claimed to test a nuclear-capable "Underwater Attack Drone" (Haeil-5-23)
in the East Sea (Jan 2026).

Mains Relevance: This changes the security architecture of the Indo-Pacific. It’s no longer
just about missiles (which THAAD can intercept); it’s about stealth drones attacking ports.
This pushes South Korea and Japan closer to a de facto military alliance (the Camp David
spirit), bypassing historical grievances.

4. The Climate Finance Crisis: The 'V20' Warning

Event: The Vulnerable Twenty (V20) Group of Finance Ministers met virtually in late Jan
2026.

Key Data: They declared that the "Loss and Damage Fund" (operationalized at COP28) is
effectively empty. The promised $700 Million is a drop in the ocean compared to the $400
Billion needed annually.

Mains Relevance: This highlights the "Credibility Crisis" of the Global North. For GS-2, this is
a perfect example of broken multilateralism. The rich world promises climate cash but
delivers "loans" instead of "grants," pushing poor nations deeper into a "Climate Debt Trap."



5. The 'Doomsday Clock': 90 Seconds to Midnight

Event: The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists updated the Clock on Jan 23, 2026.

Key Update: The clock remains at 90 Seconds to Midnight (the closest to catastrophe in
history).

Reasoning: The citation listed three threats: Uncontrolled Al (Cyber warfare), Nuclear
Modernization (US/Russia/China expanding arsenals), and Bio-Safety (Synthetic Biology
risks).

Mains Relevance: This serves as a powerful Introduction or Conclusion for any Essay on
"Existential Risks." It quantifies the fragility of our current geopolitical moment.

6. The European Pivot: The 'Defense Union' Talk

Event: Key EU leaders (France/Germany) called for a "European Defense Bond" in Jan 2026.

Context: With the US election cycle heating up (and isolationist rhetoric rising), Europe is
panic-buying "Strategic Autonomy."

Mains Relevance: The EU is trying to transform from a "Market Power" (Economic giant) to
a "Military Power" (Geopolitical player). However, internal divisions (Hungary’s veto)
continue to paralyze this transition.



